Globalisation and social work
Globalisation is a contested arena. Ohmae (1995) has a positive view based upon late 20th century global economic trends; Callinicos (2003, 2005) regards it as a faster continuation of capitalist exploitation of workers and poorer nations. This paper will examine three fields of globalisation and show how they can be related to the ‘local’ level using the UK and England as examples.
Globalising knowledge:
Speed and impact of reporting:
News events are frequently reported ‘as it happens’ for example the 2011 earthquake in Japan and the reporting of wars and natural disasters. This has an immediate impact upon families from these areas, who may come into contact with social workers in England, for example.
Technology to maintain contacts:

The rise of technology has allowed families who live in different parts of the world to maintain contact with each other and also to view television programmes from their home countries.
Transfer of social work ideas:

Through international contact and exchange, ideas can be transferred from one country to another. In England, a current example is the interest in developing social pedagogy – something which is a feature of social welfare work in many other European countries.
Global capital
The transfer of jobs and resources
Global capital determines where enterprises (and therefore) jobs are located. A common pattern is the relocation of production from the ‘north’ to the ‘south’ resulting in job losses in the ‘north’ and exploitative wages in the ‘south’. 

A crisis in capital and the banks
The banking crisis of 2008 resulted in many relatively wealthy ‘northern’ economies deciding to reduce welfare expenditure to ‘balance the books’. Many of the most seriously affected economies were in the poorer ‘south’ (te Velde, 2008). For example, many social workers in England in 2011 find that their jobs are being cut as part of a drive to save on money; others will have their roles changed. It is worth remembering that the economic crisis was not caused by those who deliver or depend upon public services.
Globalising Social Work: a focus on Migration
Migration and the diverse communities it creates, is a local manifestation of globalisation. Using the UK as an example, migration is usually seen as ‘inward migration’, that is people moving to the UK from outside. There is, however, outward migration and around 5.5million British people live permanently overseas. Many other countries have a long history of outward migration.
Migration to the UK was fuelled by the need for workers, many of whom came from former British colonies. The so-called ‘Windrush Generation’ who arrived from 1948, were the first Caribbean migrants to UK as a direct result of Government policy. In the early 1960s there was a concerted attempt to encourage nurses to migrate from the Caribbean. Migration has two strands: first, is a general attempt to recruit to the work force: second, to attempt to recruit workers with specific skills. Current policy emphasises the second strand, when applied to people who live outside the European Union (EU residents enjoy freedom of movement within the EU). Many Local Authorities have dealt with staffing shortages in social work and social care by recruiting overseas workers. 

Most of these people who make up the UK’s diverse communities are not ‘migrants’ as such, and many regard themselves as ‘Black British’ – born in the UK. A feature the UK’s Black and Minority Ethnic group population is relative poverty. The website www.poverty.org.uk provides some excellent data on this. For example, it shows that people from B&ME groups are more likely to live in poverty than white people (20%). 
Rates for B&ME groups:

· Indians and Black Caribbeans (30%)
· Black Africans (50%)
· Pakistanis (60%)
· Bangladeshis (70%)
(source: http://www.poverty.org.uk/06/index.shtml?6 )

‘People trafficking’, the ‘illegal’ movement of people between countries is a specific concern to social workers dealing with vulnerable people. Those who are trafficked usually end up working exploitatively with little recourse to legal remedies. In England one example was the deaths of Chinese cockle-pickers in Morecambe Bay, in 2004. A recent example of labour exploitation concerns a Worcestershire gangmaster, who had employed seven Romanian children working in appalling conditions. Though Romania is a member of the EU, the children were illegally employed, and the adults were paid significantly less than the UK minimum wage (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hereford-worcester-11619733 ).
Many women who are trafficked are pimped into prostitution. The UK Human trafficking Agency - now part of the Serious Organised Crime Agency - offers a range of help and support to people (mainly women) who have been trafficked and exploited. A 2011 report suggests that in the last six years there have been only 139 convictions of traffickers. The police cite the reluctance of victims to give evidence out of fear, and the international nature of the organisations who run the ‘trade’. (Sheffield Star, 2011). 
People trafficking and other problems outlined here are global. Asylum seeking and being a refugee is another example of a global matter. Asylum seekers into the UK are frequently presented unfavourably by the media, yet globally England, and the EU, receive an insignificant proportion of the world’s refugees and asylum seekers. The main causes of being a refugee and seeking asylum are war and famine, and a look at the main countries of origin for those who seek asylum (Somalia and Zimbabwe) in the UK confirms this. 
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