The context for international social work: demography
Demography is the study of human populations, considering their size, growth, and density, and includes the interpretation and implications of statistics relating to rates of birth, marriage, disease and death. Factors such as rates of ageing and patterns of migration have a significant impact on demographic profiles. Reliable demographic information is important for informing governments and international organizations in relation to planning and policy formation. 

Global demographic patterns and trends therefore provide a starting point and some of the context for considering international perspectives of social work, so it is important to be aware of the most significant demographic trends. 

An ageing global population

The World Health Organisation (WHO, 2011) website informs us that “In 2000, the global population of people aged 60 and over was 600 million; by 2025 there will be 1.2 billion and, by 2050, almost 2 billion.

·  The proportion of the global population aged 60 will double from 11% in 2006 to 22% by 2050.

·  Older people play a crucial role in communities - in paid or volunteering work, transmitting experience and knowledge, or helping their families with caring responsibilities. These contributions can only be ensured if older persons enjoy good health and if societies address their needs.”
There are a number of challenges for all countries that result from ageing populations.

Exercise:

Read the following pages from the WHO website: http://www.who.int/ageing/en/ 

List the challenges that result from ageing populations and the measures that WHO suggests can counteract these challenges.

Consider the implications of these challenges and measures to counteract them,  then consider the implications for developed and less developed countries. Use the WHO Fact files to assist in your deliberations - http://www.who.int/features/factfiles/ageing/ageing_facts/en/index.html 

References

WHO (2011) Ageing and the Life Course: Our ageing world. http://www.who.int/ageing/en/  accessed 29/03/2011

