Portfolio Item 9 Guidance

CRITICAL REFLECTION OF LEARNING  
The student is required to analyse two events which occurred during the course of the PLO which have been significant in terms of their own learning.  

One incident should relate to direct work with service users or carers, and one to learning that has occurred as a result of working within the organisation where placed, or as a result of working with other agencies.

The purpose of this task is to demonstrate that the student is able to critically reflect on their own learning as a consequence of a specific event.  

Each CRL should between 750 – 1000 words long. This includes headings, and references cited in the text. Students are expected to use references in the same way as in academic work. Students are required to cite in the text where necessary and to include full references at the end of each SLE. However the list of references at the end of the CRL is NOT WITHIN THE WORD COUNT. The CRL cannot go over the word limit.  The pieces of work used must be different to work used for other portfolio items.  Students should include the key roles, units, elements and values throughout this item. Students are reminded that this is a reflective piece of work and so they should concentrate on reflection, analysis, writing about their own practice, including values and ethics and keep the number of references they use to a minimum.  

Students must use the following bold headings in each CRL.

· Brief outline of the event – including why you chose it, what happened and why this happened. 
· Reflection on actions and choices - what did you do, what went well, what might you have done differently, how were your judgements informed by theory, legislation or guidance? 

· What were the outcomes of the event  - for you, for others (service users, carers, colleagues, staff from other agencies)
· What I learnt and how that has increased my level of competence.
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